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SUBJECT: POMPIDOU'S COMMENTS ON THE MIDDLE EAST 
REF: PARIS 0186 

1. PRESIDENT POMPIDOU'S JANUARY 3 REMARKS ON THE MIDDLE EAST 
DURING HIS ANNUAL NEW YEAR'S CEREMONY FOR THE PRESS UNDERLINE 
CONTINUING FRENCH SKEPTICISM ABOUT THE GENEVA TALKS AND DISGRUNT- 
LEMENT AT NOT PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS. POMPIDOU 
WENT SO FAR AS TO ADMIT THAT, BARRING SOME UNEXPECTED EVENT. THE 
TALKS MIGHT LEAD TO SOME MILITARY DISENGAGEMENT AND THAT THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A PEACE AGREEMENT BTWF.F.N ISRAEL AND EGYPT OR 

SOME OTHER NEIGHBOR SHOULD NOT BE EXCLUDED. 

2. HE HASTENED TO ADD, HOWEVER, THAT THESE AGREEMENTS WILL NOT BE 
RECOGNIZED AND ACCEPTED BY ALL THE POPULATIONS OF THE REGION AND 
THAT THE AGREEMENT "WOULD APPEAR MORE LIKE A PROLONGED 
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ARMISTICE THAN A TRUCE PEACE.” HE REPEATED HIS VIEW THAT THE 
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INTEREST OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE REGION, SURELY ISRAEL, IS TO 
ARRIVE AT AN AGREEMENT ACCEPTED BY ALL AS DEFINITIVE AND A REAL 
GUARANTEE OF THE SORT THAT WILL NOT BE QUESTIONED. 

3. POMPIDOU THEN SAID THAT FRANCE WOULD BE READY TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
A GUARANTEE, EVEN TO A SECURITY FORCE. HE BELIEVED "THAT THE 
TACTIC ADOPTED BY THE TWO POWERS, WHICH THEY HAVE IMPOSED ON 
THE COUNTRIES OF THE REGION, TO STOP FIGHTING THEN TO TALK, CAN 
LEAD TO RESULTS AND FRANCE WILL DO NOTHING TO IMPEDE THEM." 

HE BELIEVED. HOWEVER, THAT THIS WAS NOT THE DEFINITIVE PATH. 

HE EXCLUDED, NONETHELESS, A FRENCH INITIATIVE, SAYING IT 
WOULD NOT BE WELL RECEIVED, "EITHER BY ISRAEL, WHICH BELIEVES 
THAT WE WISH ITS DEATH, OR BY EGYPT, WHATEVER IT SAYS, BECAUSE 
IT HAS CHOSEN ANOTHER PATH." 

4. POMPIDOU SPOKE FURTHER ON THE MIDDLE EAST LATER IN THE DAY 
WHILE ACCEPTING THE CREDENTIALS OF THE NEW EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR 
NAGUIB KADRI. HE SAID IN PART: "WE WISH TO HOPE THAT THE NEGOTIA- 
TION WHICH HAS JUST BEGUN IN GENEVA WILL FINALLY PREPARE SUCH 

A (REAL) PEACE IN THAT REGION.. ..FRANCE, FOR ITS PART, IS READY 
TO SPARE NO EFFORT TO CONTRIBUTE, WHEN THE MOMENT COMES, TO 
HASTEN AND GUARANTEE THE REALIZATION (OF THAT HOPE)." 

POMPIDOU ALSO MENTIONED AGAIN THE MEDITERRANEAN, "WHICHCON- 
STITUTES A CONNECTING LINK BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES”, AS 
BECOMING AGAIN A SEA OF PEACE AND PROSPERITY. 

DECONTROL JANUARY 1975. 
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